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Compelling Question: How can interactive technology enhance students’ understanding of the theme of movement?
Lesson Rationale:

The purpose of our project was to use Animoto as a tool to enhance understanding of the five themes of geography, with particular emphasis on the theme of movement.  This lesson reflected Mishra and Koehler’s TPACK concept, and throughout the lesson, we attempted to incorporate the three key elements of their model.  As Mishra and Koehler write, the TPACK model requires that effective implementation of Technological Pedagogical Content Knowledge incorporate all three elements of the model.  Today’s students need exposure to not only content, strong teaching, and technology, but an integration of the three that allows students to meet state standards, remain engaged in what they are learning, and to put into practice the kinds of technologies that they already use in their daily lives and that they will use as professionals in the future.  As we have learned in this class, it is essential that the technology used be “transparent,” meaning that its use in students’ learning is seamless from the content they are studying.  
Lesson Implementation:

For this project, we chose the theme of movement – one of the five themes of geography – as the central theme.  This topic leant itself well to our desire to use all three areas of the TPACK model in our lesson.  We built students’ technological knowledge through workshops on how to use Animoto and by allowing students to use their internet research skills as well as a Smartboard for sharing their learning.  The pedagogical approach to this project was to allow students to occupy the center of the lesson, as opposed to teacher-centered instruction.  Students were the center of the lesson during discussions of the theme of migration and movement in general, and then in the creation of their Animoto videos.  Finally, the content knowledge of this project was a specific emphasis on the history of migration in North Carolina, followed by a discussion of “push-pull factors” that either cause a person to leave an area or that draw a person into one.  This content came from LearnNC’s digital history textbook.  Using digital history textbook articles, students studied the history of immigration to and emigration from North Carolina. 
Students used their readings, the discussion, and internet image searches to create Animoto videos about the various reasons that a person might choose to move from one place to another.  They presented these videos to their peers.  We interviewed students about their level of engagement as they created Animotos vs. other ways to demonstrating their learning.  

Students’ discussion questions included:

1.) What are push and pull factors?

2.) What were some examples of push and pull factors in North Carolina in the 1800’s?

3.) What do you think are some push and pull factors facing our state today?

4.) What do you think are some push and pull factors facing other countries?

5.) Let’s say you were to move to a new country. Do you think you should be expected to adapt and change your ways in order to fit in to your new life?

Challenges and Successes:

The major success of this project was that students showed a high level of engagement with the content and the technology.  While the five themes of geography do not always pique students’ interest, having the chance to give their own thoughts about the topic, research in a way that reflects how today’s students most often search for information, and demonstrate their learning through new and exciting videos seemed to be a great way of delivering content knowledge.  At the same time, this lesson allowed students to gain a new technological skill.  As it relates to technological knowledge, one of the greatest strengths of this project was that students gained this new technological skill in a “transparent” way – that is, they did not separate the learning of social studies content from the learning of a technology.  

There were several challenges that we faced in taking on this project.  The first was that the technology did not work exactly as planned.  The free teacher subscription to Animoto (which was supposed to allow students to create their own videos) expired at the same time that the lesson began, which added an interesting twist to the project.  We chose to use a free version of the software for students instead.  This change was not what we originally expected, but it allowed students to focus their attention on which conclusions were most interesting to them.  It also kept them from engaging too much with music or images that are often too much of a distraction, especially for seventh graders.
Additionally, we had the challenge of changing our project’s course late in the semester due to an inability to find a partner in a Mexican school that could collaborate with us on our original project plan.  We reached out to a handful of schools, three of which accepted our invitation to collaborate on a movement-related, interactive project through web conferencing, but who later were not able to implement for either personal or technological reasons.  As we developed the original idea, we worked under the theory that global collaboration can be seen through a TPACK lens, meaning that any successful collaboration would have components of global technologies (collaborative, web-based), global content (content that relates to each partner in the collaboration – in our case, this would be the movement of people between a state in Mexico and North Carolina), and finally, global pedagogy (seeing international relationships as an integral part of teaching pedagogy).  In our case, Holly Grove Middle School ultimately was not able to travel to Mexico, which prevented Jason and his principal from being able to build a strong relationship.  This prevented us from implementing a full “Global Collaboration TPACK”, and prevented us from implementing the project collaboratively.  Ironically, it also seemed to substantiate our original theory that relationships would be an integral part of a successful global collaboration.   

Collaboration – Jason Bolchalk:

During this project, I think Matt and I really did our best to stay in touch and collaborate to make a successful end product. There were some difficulties, as with any project, but overall, I really feel we both did the best job we could. Looking back, I think I was open to ideas that Matt presented as well as contributing some of my own thoughts for this project. This openness and willingness to hear what my partner had to bring to the table and be able to work collectively to achieve our ultimate goal, I think helped in making this project successful. There was never a time where I felt I was taking on too much, or for that matter, not doing enough, during this project. The amount of work both Matt and I put forth to complete this project was, at least in my mind, as equal as it gets. Although there were times when I became both flustered and frustrated, I think looking past the roadblocks and towards our ultimate goal allowed me to successfully contribute to this project.
Collaboration – Matt Friedrick:

I’m very happy with how this project turned out, even though we went through some difficulties in implementing it.  As a collaborator, I think that I communicated with my partner, and both of us worked together effectively to come up with a great project idea, go through the steps to set the project up, and then communicate when things did go wrong.  I think that one of the key parts of being a 21st Century teacher or learner is adaptability, and if that’s true, we got a very strong dose of practice in adaptability.  My greatest criticism of my collaboration is that I held on to my idea for too long before adapting it.  Our original plan was to create a virtual partnership with a school abroad centered around the same content that is described above.  Since beginning this class, I have been able to better articulate my beliefs about what it takes to establish a true collaboration between schools, and even when it became apparent that we would not be able to put one of the key parts into place (face-to-face meetings between partners before starting), I held on to the idea when I should have adapted.  I hope that next time when I am posed such a situation I will be quicker to change tactics.  
